This House Saves Some Serious Green
Here are estimated savings over 10 years, compared with traditional construction:
Feature




Monetary Savings


Environmental Savings

· High efficiency furnace


$2,052




2,076 therms = 24,759 pounds Co2
(versus an 80% eff. Furnace)
· High efficiency air conditioner

$5,151




51,500 KwH = 60,843 pounds Co2
(versus standard, 2005 model AC units)

· Re-circulating hot water heater

$2,650




120,000 gallons of water 

(versus no re-circulating system)

· Power direct vent hot water heater

$1,000




1,000 therms = 11,990 pounds Co2

(versus atmospheric vented)

· Energy Star appliances


$750




525 kWh = 455 pounds Co2

· Extra roof insulation (29% more)

$1,500




1,500 therms = 17,890 pounds Co2

· Extra wall insulation (11% more)

$500




500 therms = 5,965 pounds Co2

· Sealed ducts




$2,000




2,000 therms = 24,001 pounds Co2
· Maintenance-free exterior


$10,000 (painting costs)



· Construction methods:


Did you know: For every 5 houses built, an average of 1 is thrown away!
This house utilized conscientious material usage and extensive recycling, creating 60% less waste (20,286 pounds of waste=20,286 pounds of Co2) than an average home of this size.
Over 10 years of ownership:

$25,603 



112,189 pounds of Co2











120,000 gallons of water

That’s the equivalent of taking 9.35 cars off the road!
Sources:

Washington State University Energy Calculator: http://www.energyexperts.org/ac_calc/acmain.asp
Xcel Energy Calculators: www.xcelenergy.com
Integrated Waste Systems Calculators: http://www.wte.org/education/conversionfactors.html
http://www.nef.org.uk/greencompany/co2calculator.htm , www.treehugger.com, www.energystar.org 

